


Neil Johnston looks forward to his year as president of the Howff

It was a great surprise when I
received a phone call from

David Smith asking if I would
accept the nomination as
Junior vice-president. I had just
been admitted to hospital for a
six-week stay and I think it is a
Howff first when the medallion
of office was presented in ward
16.

Now sir, if ye hae friends enow
Thou real friends I believe are
few

During my time in hospital, I
realised that real friends
abound in the Howff and I
greatly appreciated the visits
from fellow members of the
club. I consider this friendship
and camaraderie to be at the
heart of the Howff. We have a
vast resource of knowledge of
the life and works of Robert
Burns as well as some excep-
tionally talented entertainers.
John Caskie has presided

over an excellent year and has
brought some fantastic talent
to the club, which made the
2009 Year of Homecoming
particularly memorable. All of
the events organised by the
club were enjoyable, interest-
ing and informative. The Howff

dent of the Robert Burns World
Federation later this year and
he will add to the number of
Howff Club members who
have served as president of
the federation; I suspect the
Howff has provided more pres-
idents than any other Burns
Club. I wish David every suc-
cess and trust he will enjoy his
term in this prestigious office.
During the coming year it is our
intention to update the consti-
tution, which will be voted on at
the next AGM and members
are encouraged to add com-
ments or ask for items to be
included. It is our intention that
the rewritten constitution will
be easily understood while pro-
tecting the ideals of the Howff
Club.
This year is a landmark for

the Globe, which is celebrating
its 400th year as a trading inn
and some superb evenings of
entertainment, often accompa-
nied with a meal are being

Club raised monies to publish
the top 100 entrants to the
Scots language competition in
a hard back book that I would
hope will, like the Kilmarnock
edition, be around in 200
yearsʼ time.
I would like to endorse and

encourage John Caskieʼs plan
for membersʼ inclusion in our
activities but I also think that
we should be involved in things
that we enjoy doing as friends
and I hope to see fellow mem-
bers supporting this thought.
Our club has undertaken

various projects and we will
continue to support the SSCBA
schools competition, the
plaques at St Michaelʼs Church
and Jean Armour statue. Fund-
raising for these and other
projects has been tremendous
over the years and I am confi-
dent the club will continue to
sponsor worthwhile causes.
I am delighted that David

Baird will be adopted as Presi-

organised. I would ask Howff
Club members to support
these. I understand that the
evenings will be of light-
hearted entertainment with of
course the unique Globe Inn
atmosphere. It is likely that the
Howff Club will supplement the
Globe programme but the
events will be open to anyone,
not just Howff Club members.
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Service, Ruthwell, at 7pm.
September 19th, Sunday – Bowl-
ing match with Dumbarton Burns
Club at Dumbarton.
Other events and outings are in
preparation and details will be
announced later.

A new club tie was produced for
the 250th anniversary year. This is
of superior quality, featuring the
club motif and available in maroon
or navy at £10. Also available are
a few polo shirts and sweaters in

All of us look forward to a less
hectic time after the Year of
Homecoming but we have a full
programme for the forthcoming
season, which promises to be
memorable.

May 27th, Thursday - Club Bowl-
ing Night, 7pm, Dock Park.
July 5th, Monday - Jean Armour
Dinner at 7pm in the Globe Inn,
following the wreath-laying cere-
mony at Jean Armour statue.
July 21st, Wednesday - Brow Well

various sizes and are being sold at
knock-down prices at the AGM.

The club website has been en-
hanced this year and is worth a
look - www.burnshowffclub.org
and catch up with what the
president has been up do by
viewing the President’s Blog.

A good attendance at the AGM on
29th April would be welcome and
perhaps some new faces on the
committee next year.

DIARY DATES from David Smith

Joined by a true
sense of kinship

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR: guests and Howffers at the anniversary dinner; David Baird and John Caskie with the “Wee kist o’ Verse”.
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